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Lloydminster Fire Department Reminds Residents to 
Test Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

Lloydminster, AB/SK – The Lloydminster Fire Department encourages residents and 

business owners to test their carbon monoxide alarms every month. The drive coincides 

with a province-wide campaign launched yesterday by the Alberta Fire Chiefs Association 

(AFCA). 

Carbon monoxide is an invisible and odourless poisonous gas. Only a working carbon 

monoxide alarm can detect this hazardous gas and provide an early warning.  

“Treat your carbon monoxide detector as if it’s a smoke detector—test it, maintain it and 

respond accordingly. If your carbon monoxide detector is activated, immediately move to 

fresh air, typically outside of your home or office,” said Bill Heesing, Acting Fire Chief, 

Lloydminster Fire Department. “Once evacuated, call 911 and don’t re-enter until 

emergency personnel declare it is safe to do so.” 

The Lloydminster Fire Department regularly conducts voluntary residential inspections, 

checking carbon monoxide and smoke alarms, furnaces, electrical hazards and other areas 

for home fire safety. Testing the alarms can take less than 30 seconds. 

“Although carbon monoxide alarms are becoming more common, our research shows that 

not enough Albertans are testing their alarms or concerned about the risks carbon monoxide 

poses,” said Fred Tyrrell, Executive Director of the AFCA, adding this year’s campaign goal 

is to urge Albertans to make monthly alarm-testing part of their routine. 

For more information about carbon monoxide testing and where to purchase an alarm, visit 

carbonmonoxidealberta.ca. Additional information is available from the National Fire 

Protection Association. 
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Facts 

• While carbon monoxide alarms are becoming more common in Alberta homes, our 

research shows that not enough Albertans are testing the alarms they have. This still 

poses a safety risk that is quite preventable. 

 

• More than 70 per cent of Albertans have at least one carbon monoxide alarm in their 

home, according to the AFCA’s research. However, although Albertans should be 

testing their alarms monthly, less than half of Albertans said they were “very likely” 

to test their alarm on even an annual basis. Furthermore, only 29 per cent of 

respondents said they were concerned about carbon monoxide poisoning at their 

residence. 

 

• Our research also showed that most Albertans associated carbon monoxide risks with 

their furnaces, but there are other potential areas they need to consider. 

 

• Appliances such as gas-stove ranges, fireplaces, space heaters, and dryers can, lead 

to carbon monoxide risks when used improperly or not maintained. 

 

• Data from the Alberta Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) shows that from 

2010-2018, there were 68 identified carbon monoxide-related deaths in Alberta not 

related to fires. These were accidental in all locations and circumstances. The OCME 

also reviewed information from 2012-2019, and determined that given all available 

information, it appears that one to three accidental deaths each year are caused by 

carbon monoxide in living spaces where a working CO alarm could reasonably have 

been expected to provide a warning to occupants. 


